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The  following  words  are  those  of  the  Most  Reverend  Edward 
Mooney,  D.D.,  Archbishop  of  Detroit,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  National  Catholic  Welfare  Con- 
ference, They  were  spoken  in  Detroit* s Cass  Technical  High 
School  auditorium  on  June  7,  1944,  at  a Civic  Mass  Meeting 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Jewish  Community  Council  of 
Detroit,  in  tribute  to  the  martyrdom  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Warsaw  Ghetto, 
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T N accepting  the  kind  invitation  of  your  committee  to  address  this 
meeting,  I was  conscious  of  the  opportunity  thus  given  me  to  say  in 
highly  significant  circumstances  some  things  which  I think  American 
Jews  may  well  expect  to  hear  from  the  lips  of  their  Christian  fellow- 
citizens.  From  a platform  shared  by  those  who  bear  heavy  civic  and 
religious  responsibilities  in  Detroit,  one  can  speak  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  direct,  personal  address  to  an  audience  that  is  keenly 
sensitive  to  the  practical  social  problems  that  arise  when  malevolent 
emphasis  is  placed  on  the  things  that  divide  us  rather  than  on  the 
things  that  unite  us  as  members  of  the  great  human  family.  Noth- 
ing in  the  news  today  justifies  that  sensitiveness  more  completely 
than  the  story  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto,  the  details  of  which  are  just 
now  seeping  through  the  wall  of  Nazi  censorship  which  encloses 
occupied  Europe.  For  that  story  vividly  highlights  the  inhuman 
lengths  to  which  men  can  go  when  they  allow  the  things  that  divide 
us  to  generate  hatred  between  man  and  man,  and  attempt  to  settle 
resulting  problems  on  the  deadly  inspiration  of  that  fanatical  hatred. 

PLIGHT  OF  POLISH  JEWRY 

This  meeting  affords  us  occasion  publicly  to  express  our  admira- 
tion of  the  heroic  courage  of  those  who  in  the  last  days  of  the 
Warsaw  ghetto  led  a forlorn  hope  in  resistance  to  their  murderous 
oppressors.  This  they  did  not  with  any  idea  that  they  could  ulti- 
mately prevail,  but  with  the  determination  that  they  would  die,  if 
die  they  must,  like  men  fighting  to  defend  their  rights  rather  than 
as  abject  slaves,  and  with  the  thought  that  their  resistance  might 
arouse  the  conscience  of  the  world.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  their 
desperate  cry  was  taken  up  by  the  Government  of  Poland  and  re- 
layed to  the  world.  In  a recent  meeting  of  the  International  Labor 
Office,  a member  of  that  government  said:  ^'Hitler  is  using  Poland 
as  a slaughterhouse  for  the  mass  murder  of  millions  of  Polish  Jews 
and  Jews  of  other  European  countries  ~ a murder  unprecedented  in 
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the  annals  of  history.  Hitler  is  determined  to  achieve  the  complete 
annihilation  of  the  Jewish  people.  In  some  areas  fighters  of  the  Jew- 
ish underground,  aided  by  their  Polish  brothers-in-arms,  rose  against 
the  German  conqueror.  The  heroic  armed  resistance  of  the  Warsaw 
ghetto  will  live  forever  in  the  story  of  mankind.'' 

SUFFERED  FOR  CENTURIES 

Not  only  a sense  of  brotherly  compassion,  but  even  an  elementary 
concern  for  the  moral  health  of  our  western  civilization  prompts  our 
cry  of  horror  at  the  deliberate  and  brutal  extermination  of  a race 
which,  more  than  any  other  of  equally  high  and  ancient  culture, 
has  through  the  centuries  felt  the  flail  of  man's  inhumanity  to  man. 
It  implies  no  closing  of  our  eyes  to  other  contemporary  instances  of 
unconscionable  cruelty  in  handling  problems  of  racial  and  religious 
antagonism  to  give  full  play  to  this  salutary  sense  of  horror  at  the 
utterly  inhuman  solution  of  a problem  in  human  relations  which 
the  story  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto  so  repulsively  climaxes. 

A generation  which  has  grown  accustomed  to  read  of  the  syste- 
matic suppression  of  inalienable  human  rights,  of  mass  deportations 
of  millions  of  men,  women  and  children  at  the  nod  of  a dictator,  of 
the  deliberately  murderous  extinction  of  whole  sectors  of  populous 
nations  on  account  of  racial,  religious  or  political  antagonism  — a 
generation  which,  like  our  own,  has  had  to  read  of  these  horrible 
things  in  the  contemporary  history  of  the  establishment  of  either 
Communist  or  Nazi  domination,  is  in  danger  of  losing  its  capacity 
of  being  shocked  at  the  sight  of  brute  force  standing  over  the  tram- 
pled form  of  human  rights.  Without  the  unremitting  cultivation  of 
a keen  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  its  objective  application  to  all 
situations  regardless  of  whether  they  concern  us,  our  allies  or  our 
enemies,  there  is  the  further  danger  that  we  may  almost  uncon- 
sciously admit  into  our  souls  a kind  of  fatal  admiration  for  the  ef- 
ficiency of  brute  force  instead  of  persistently  retaining  our  natural 
abhorrence  of  its  callousness.  To  give  full  play,  therefore,  to  our 
instinctive  revulsion  of  horror  against  this  latest  instance  of  mass 
cruelty  in  the  story  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto,  is  to  serve  a salutary 
purpose  in  preparing  ourselves  for  the  impending  task  of  putting 
together  the  shattered  pieces  of  a war-torn  world. 
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NAZIS  ANTI-CHRISTIAN 

I have  no  thought  of  extenuating  the  lapse  from  ideals  of  Christian 
conduct  so  often  evident  in  the  part  which  Christians  have  played 
in  the  age-long  tragedy  of  Israel's  wanderings  through  the  nations. 
But  we  should  not  fail  to  note  the  fact  that  the  Nazi  perpetrators 
of  the  colossal  crime  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto  are  professedly  and 
rabidly  anti-Christian  as  well  as  anti-Jewish.  In  Germany  itself, 
throughout  occupied  Europe  and  particularly  in  Poland  they  have 
persecuted  Christians  with  a ferocity  that  is  exceeded  only  by  their 
unparalleled  cruelty  to  the  Jews.  May  we  not  hope  that  in  the  fires 
of  a common  tribulation  new  bonds  of  human  solidarity  and  mutual 
good-will  are  being  forged  between  Christian  and  Jew?  In  the  hero- 
ism of  Christians  who  have  so  often  risked  and  not  infrequently 
given  their  lives  to  rescue  their  even  more  unfortunate  Jewish  broth- 
ers, may  we  not  find  an  augury  that  when  the  agony  is  over  Jews 
and  Christians  will  work  together  to  write  a brighter  page  of  history 
in  liberated  Europe,  and  particularly  in  Poland  which  has,  at  least, 
the  historic  glory  of  having  offered  the  Jews  a haven  of  refuge  when 
they  were  driven  out  of  other  countries? 

PRIESTS  KILLED  AIDING  JEWS 

For  me  it  is  a matter  of  pride  to  recall  the  memory  of  the  vener- 
able Father  Godlewski,  a 77-year-old  priest  who,  together  with  the 
vicar  of  Grzybow  parish,  voluntarily  remained  in  the  Warsaw  ghetto 
to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  its  condemned  inhabitants.  Even  now 
it  is  known  that  the  following  Catholic  priests  met  their  death  at 
the  hands  of  the  Nazis  for  giving  aid  to  hunted  Jews:  Father  Ur- 
banowicz,  who  was  shot  in  1943;  Father  Archutowski,  rector  of  the 
seminary  of  Warsaw,  who  was  sent  to  Majdanek  where  he  died 
under  torture  in  October,  1943;  the  dean  of  Grodno  and  the  prior  of 
the  Franciscan  monastery  in  that  city,  who  were  sent  to  Lomza  and 
shot  there  in  the  autumn  of  1943.  But  it  is  not  a question  merely 
of  a few  outstanding  instances  which  inadequate  information  of  a 
detailed  kind  reveals. 

There  is  an  organized  movement  in  Poland  for  the  protection  of 
Jews  by  their  non-Jewish  neighbors.  A special  committee  of  the 
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Polish  underground  has  for  its  aim  to  conceal  the  Jews  who  are  in 
hiding  among  the  Polish  people  and  to  render  them  needed  assist- 
ance. How  widespread  this  movement  is  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  there  are  in  Poland  today  about  one  million  survivors  out 
of  a Jewish  population  of  three  and  one-half  million  in  1939.  That 
even  this  number  has  so  far  escaped  the  Nazi  terror  is  largely  due 
to  the  brotherly  cooperation  of  their  Christian  fellow-citizens.  What 
this  means  in  terms  of  heroic  human  solidarity  is  clear  when  we 
reflect  that  to  conceal  a Jew,  to  give  him  a night's  lodging,  to  supply 
him  with  food  or  any  kind  of  transportation  is  punishable  by  death 
in  Nazi-dominated  Poland,  and  captured  Jews  are  put  to  torture  to 
force  them  to  reveal  the  names  of  those  who  helped  them.  Surely 
those  who  during  these  bloody  years  have  suffered  together  in  mu- 
tual helpfulness  under  the  very  shadow  of  death  will  have  learned 
how  to  work  together  in  harmony  for  the  restoration  of  their  native 
land  in  the  new  day  of  freedom. 

DEPLORES  GROUP  ANTAGONISM 

In  all  of  this  there  is  a deep  lesson  for  us.  The  horrors  of  the 
Polish  ghettos  under  the  Nazi  terror  represent  the  climax  of  Nazi 
Anti-Semitism  and  call  attention  to  the  inhuman  lengths  to  which 
group  antagonisms  can  go  when  fostered  hatred  is  given  rein.  It 
would  be  a blessed  thing,  indeed,  if  our  instinctive  revulsion  against 
these  extreme  manifestations  of  hatred  and  cruelty  were  to  warn  us 
against  incipient  and  ofttimes  covert  attempts  to  stir  up  or  to  exploit 
group  antagonisms  in  our  own  land.  That  such  attempts  have  been 
made  it  is  futile  to  deny.  The  A.P.A.  movement,  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  and  our  pre-war  wave  of  Anti-Semitism  were,  in  fact,  more 
than  merely  incipient  phenomena. 

How  to  counter  such  attempts  prudently,  indeed,  but  effectively 
is  something  we  should  all  have  at  heart.  It  is  easy  enough  to  deal 
with  open  manifestations  of  this  kind  in  their  initial  stage.  When 
exposed  in  their  true  light,  they  wither  in  the  free  air  of  democratic 
discussion.  I think  the  record  will  show  that  they  have  attained  full 
growth  only  under  the  encouragement  of  a repressive  dictatorship. 
It  is  not  so  easy,  on  the  other  hand,  to  deal  with  covert  incitement  to 
group  antagonisms  — which  can,  however,  produce  a noxious  under- 
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growth  in  the  social  life  of  any  nation.  Anti-Semitism  in  America  is 
usually  of  the  covert  type.  It  tries  to  evade  the  condemnation  which 
recognition  of  its  stark,  repulsive  reality  would  immediately  evoke  by 
resorting  to  an  unduly  abstract  definition  of  Anti-Semitism  as  hatred 
of  the  Jew  as  a Jew.  That  definition  is  so  close  to  the  metaphysical 
as  to  offer  too  wide  a margin  of  evasion  to  the  covert  Anti-Semite. 
To  insist  on  a more  concrete  description  of  Anti-Semitism  with  its 
mean  jibes,  its  vicious  innuendo,  its  vague  accusations,  its  unjustified 
generalizations,  its  distorted  emphasis  — all  calculated  to  foster  or- 
ganized antagonism  — is  to  enable  the  man  in  the  street  to  recognize 
it  for  the  ugly  thing  it  really  is  and  put  him  on  his  guard  against  it. 

EXPLOITERS  OF  ANTI-SEMITISM 

Once  we  are  aware  of  the  moral  and  social  evil  of  Anti-Semitism, 
open  or  covert,  what  can  we  do  to  eradicate  it  or  to  keep  it  from 
spreading?  Obviously  the  responsibility  here  falls  chiefly  on  the 
Christian  majority,  although  the  Jewish  minority  has  a part  to  play, 
and  all  of  us  have  to  be  intent  on  fostering  sincere  good  will,  on 
examining  and  repressing  our  own  instinctive  or  inherited  prejudices, 
and  on  developing  an  attitude  of  alertness  against  the  vicious  activi- 
ties of  those  who  would  exploit  these  prejudices  for  personal  profit 
or  subversive  propaganda.  In  connection  with  this  last  point  it  will 
be  helpful  for  all  of  us  to  remember  that  just  as  there  are  profes- 
sional antisemites  who  exploit  the  simplicity  of  emotional  Christians 
so,  too,  there  are  professional  opponents  of  Anti-Semitism  who  ex- 
ploit the  simplicity  of  emotional  Jews.  In  regard  to  two  publications 
which  I would  place  in  this  second  category,  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  prominent  Jewish  leaders  of  my  acquaintance  are  working  dili- 
gently to  keep  their  people  — and  many  sympathetic  Christians  as 
well— from  being  deceived  by  them.  Reason  and  experience  prove, 
to  my  mind  at  least,  that  mere  denunciations  of  Anti-Semitism  ac- 
complish little;  reason  and  experience  indicate,  moreover,  that  each 
group  can  act  most  effectively  within  the  limits  of  its  own  member- 
ship, and  that  for  one  group  to  tell  another  what  it  should  do  in  the 
matter  is  generally  futile  and  ofttimes  positively  harmful. 

In  all  frankness  I should  here  give  expression  to  my  deepest  con- 
viction that  there  is  no  solution  for  the  problem  of  Anti-Semitism 
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or  any  similar  problem  in  the  latitudinarian  tendency  to  brush  aside 
as  non-essential  the  religious  differences  that  divide  us.  Is  the  lati- 
tudinarian Jew  for  that  reason  any  less  the  object  of  antisemitic 
prejudice?  Or  is  the  latitudinarian  Christian  for  that  reason  any  less 
susceptible  to  the  virus  of  present-day  Anti-Semitism?  Personally,  I 
do  not  think  so.  We  should  never  forget  that  Anti-Semitism  devel- 
oped in  Germany  in  direct  ratio  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  official 
repression  of  Christianity,  and  that  the  Nazis,  notorious  for  their 
atrocious  persecution  of  the  Jew,  were  branded  by  Pope  Pius  XI  as 
the  ''deniers  and  destroyers  of  the  Christian  west.'' 

TASK  OF  CATHOLICS 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  positive  contribution 
which  Christians  can  make  to  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  Anti- 
Semitism.  To  be  consistent  with  the  observation  I made  a moment 
ago,  I should  restrict  myself  to  what  I might  call  the  Catholic  pro- 
phylaxis against  Anti-Semitism.  Briefly  I might  say  that  is  to  be 
found  in  a better  understanding  of  the  doctrine  the  Church  teaches 
and  a better  observance  of  the  moral  precepts  she  inculcates.  Catho- 
lic teaching  formally  and  explicitly  condemns  Anti-Semitism.  To 
cite  an  instance  from  the  records  of  our  day  I quote  a Papal  decree 
of  March  25,  1928,  which  reads:  ''The  Apostolic  See  . . . condemns 
most  emphatically  the  hatred  directed  against  a people  which  was 
once  chosen  by  God,  that  particular  hatred  which  today  commonly 
goes  by  the  name  of  Anti-Semitism."  Catholic  teaching  directly  and 
by  manifold  implication  emphasizes  the  dignity  of  the  human  person 
which  Anti-Semitism  outrages.  Catholic  teaching  exalts  the  historic 
religious  role  of  the  Jewish  people,  and  glories  in  the  heritage  from 
Judaism  which  is  an  essential  element  in  Christianity.  This  is  what 
Pope  Pius  XI  had  in  mind  when,  referring  to  the  words  every  priest 
recites  daily  in  the  Mass,  he  said:  "Abraham  is  called  our  patriarch 
and  ancestor.  Anti-Semitism  is  not  compatible  with  the  sublime 
reality  of  this  text.  It  is  a movement  in  which  Catholics  cannot 
participate.  We  are  spiritually  Semites." 

SAVIOR'S  PRECEPT 

The  moral  precept  which  the  Catholic  Church  considers  most 
distinctively  Christian  is  the  command  of  Christ  to  love  our  neigh- 
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bor.  Anti-Semitism  is  diametrically  opposed  to  this  virtue  of  Chris- 
tian charity.  I shall  never  forget  a comment  on  Christian  charity 
which  nearly  40  years  ago  I heard  from  the  lips  of  an  old  Irish 
priest  in  Rome.  He  said:  '‘Charity  is  the  virtue  which  disposes  us 
to  do  good  to  all  men  especially  those  who  differ  from  us  in  religion.'' 
That  concept  of  charity  is  typically  Irish  but  thoroughly  Christian. 
When  Christ  Himself  wished  to  illustrate  what  He  meant  by  love 
of  neighbor,  He  told  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  No  chasm 
that  divides  us  today  is  deeper  than  the  chasm  which  divided  the 
Jew  from  the  Samaritan  of  biblical  days.  Yet  that  was  pointed  out 
by  Christ  as  the  social  chasm  which  the  charity  He  taught  should 
bridge.  Evidently  that  chasm  has  been  bridged  in  the  homeland  of 
that  old  Irish  priest  — which,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  few  really 
Catholic  states  in  the  world. 

About  two  months  ago  a New  York  tabloid  ran  a series  of  articles 
alleging  the  existence  of  an  anti-semitic  movement  in  Eire.  A group 
of  prominent  Jewish  leaders  in  Dublin  and  a Jewish  member  of 
the  Irish  parliament  promptly  replied.  Here  is  what  they  said:  “The 
Jewish  Representative  Council  of  Eire  repudiates  as  false,  irrespon- 
sible and  mischievous  any  suggestion  that  the  government  of  this 
country  is  anti-semitic,  or  that  there  is  any  organized  anti-semitic 
movement  in  Eire.  The  Jewish  community  live  and  always  have 
lived  on  terms  of  closest  friendship  with  their  fellow  Irish  citizens. 
No  Irish  government  has  ever  discriminated  between  Jew  and  non- 
Jew."  The  Jewish  member  of  parliament  added:  “As  a member  of 
the  Irish  parliament  and  a practicing  adherent  of  the  Jewish  faith 
who  has  represented  for  17  years  a Dublin  constituency  97  per  cent 
Roman  Catholic,  I deny  emphatically  that  the  people  of  Ireland,  or 
the  present  or  any  Government  of  Ireland  are  or  ever  have  been  anti- 
semitic."  This  is  a tribute  not  only  to  Irish  justice  but  to  Irish  char- 
ity as  well.  In  Catholic  Ireland  charity  — love  of  God  and  love  of 
neighbor  inspired  by  love  of  God  — has  been  an  effective  solvent 
of  racial  and  religious  antagonisms.  It  can  be  that  everywhere. 

MORAL  ORDER  COMES  FIRST 

The  heartrending  story  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto  told  here  tonight 
reveals  in  all  its  horror  what  Hitler's  New  Order  really  means.  Sig- 
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nificantly,  indeed,  our  President  said  two  years  ago:  ^'To  the  new 
order  of  tyranny  which  the  dictators  wish  to  impose  with  the  crash 
of  a bomb,  we  oppose  a greater  concept  — the  moral  order/'  Last 
October  men  prominent  in  Jewish,  Catholic  and  Protestant  religious 
leadership  in  the  United  States  summarized  in  a seven-point  declara- 
tion the  fundamental  principles  of  the  moral  order  and  their  prime 
applications  to  the  relations  of  man  to  man,  group  to  group  and 
nation  to  nation.  The  first  point  in  that  declaration  called  for  the 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  not  only  individuals  but  nations,  states 
and  international  society  are  subject  to  the  sovereignty  of  God  and 
the  moral  law  which  comes  from  God.  The  second  assertion  reads: 
''The  dignity  of  the  human  person  as  the  image  of  God  must  be  set 
forth  in  all  its  essential  implications  in  an  international  declaration 
of  rights.  States  as  well  as  individuals  must  repudiate  racial,  relig- 
ious or  other  discrimination  in  violation  of  those  rights." 

These  are  foundation  stones  in  the  making  of  a better  world  — a 
world  that  will  solve  the  problems  of  racial  and  religious  differences 
by  justice  and  charity  and  not  by  hate.  On  these  foundations  every 
group  can  build  higher  under  the  stimulus  of  all  that  is  best  in  its 
own  religious  and  cultural  inspiration.  But  if  we  disregard  these 
foundation  principles  that  lie  deep  in  man's  nature  and  in  his  rev- 
erence for  his  Creator,  if  we  undermine  these  cornerstones  of  moral- 
ity in  setting  the  emplacements  of  the  future,  the  story  of  the 
Warsaw  ghetto  will  not  be  what  it  certainly  should  be  — the  last  sad 
record  of  mass  hatred  organized  by  those  who  had  foresworn  the  law 
of  God  and  consequently  the  prime  instincts  of  their  common  hu- 
manity. The  security  of  Jew  and  Christian,  as  well  as  of  those  who 
are  neither  Jew  nor  Christian,  and  the  promise  of  their  living  to- 
gether as  men  and  brothers  lies  in  our  common  devotion  to  the  moral 
order  as  a reflection  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  our  Maker,  our 
Supreme  Lawgiver  and  our  Judge. 
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